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It is with great pleasure 
that I offer a few words of in-
troduction to the impressive 
collection of personal stories 
captured in this volume. The 
Scholarship Programs within 
the Open Society Founda-
tions network represent one 
of the earliest grant-giving 
initiatives supported by 
George Soros. Throughout 
the years we have worked 
hard to keep viable and im-
portant opportunities avail-
able to students and schol-
ars in countries facing a variety of challenges in their progress 
towards becoming open societies. Our mission remains as rel-
evant in 2018 as it was in 1994, when the Scholarship Programs 
department was created. 

Scholarship Programs help current and future change lead-
ers in closed or closing societies explore the knowledge, ideas, 
and capacities essential to building a healthy civil society.

Positive social change takes time, and investing in indi-
viduals’ education is as well a long-term proposition. It is par-
ticularly gratifying therefore to see the accomplisments of 
the people represented here: our investments have clearly 
paid off very well. International academic mobility is a fan-
tastic mechanism for building leadership and expertise, but 
it is fraught with unknowns. Politics, conflicts, displacement, 
social tension, economics, and personal challenges – all 
these and more create the unique pathways alumni follow. 
Achievements take many shapes as well, and we therefore 
truly celebrate the superb “outcomes” this book suggests we 
might have helped materialize.

MARTHA LOERKE
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My first trip to Ukraine was in the summer of 1987, 4 years 
before I returned as a program manager for the Edmund  
S. Muskie/Freedom Support Act Graduate Fellowship Pro-
gram and 7 years before I started working for the Open So-
ciety Foundations. I spent six weeks that summer on a camp-
ing and driving trip that essentially flowed south from what 
was then Leningrad through eastern Ukraine and over the 
Caucasus mountains to Tbilisi, returning to western Europe via 
Odessa, Moldova, Romania, and Hungary. Driven by a desire 
to understand the politics of the Soviet Union, my experienc-
es that summer opened my eyes to the human dimensions 
behind the academic theories and analyses I had previ-
ously consumed. Learning by immersion, by disruption from 
other routines, by being face-to-face with humans living in a 
system I was trying to understand – all of these experiences 
gave me a much more nuanced perspective that went well 
beyond textbooks and class discussion. International scholar-
ships offer the same potent mix of academic and experien-
tial learning that is so essential to moving from information, to 
knowledge, and perhaps eventually to wisdom.

I remain convinced that international academic mobili-
ty fundamentally deepens an individual’s capacity for tole-
rance, creative problem-solving, critical thinking, and hu-
mane visions for improving society. On behalf of the Open 
Society Foundations, please accept my congratulations and 
tremendous respect for all that these stellar Ukrainian citizens 
have done, are doing now, and will continue to do into the 
future to affirm this belief and the values we share.

Martha Loerke, 
Director, Open Society Foundations Scholarship Programs
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Open Society Founda-
tions University of Cam-
bridge Scholarships pro-
gram, 2012

Current Position: Presi-
dent of the Cambridge 
Society of Ukraine; co-
founder and CEO of 
the Clean Energy Lab; 
board member of Easy 
Business NGO and Pro-
fessional Governmental 
Association

After my study for a 
Master’s degree at Cambridge University under the Open So-
ciety Foundations / University of Cambridge Scholarships pro-
gram, I had an internship in London in 2012 at the human rights 
organization “Liberty” (National Council for Civil Liberties).

After that, I returned to Ukraine, where I worked as a law-
yer at Clifford Chance, an international law firm. During the 
Revolution of Dignity, I became a co-founder of the NGO 
“Professional Governmental Association”, and the advisor to 
the Minister of Economy of Ukraine – Aivaras Abramavichus.

At the same time, I co-founded the NGO “Easy Busi-
ness”, where I am a Board member, and whose goal is to 
deregulate the economy of Ukraine. Since 2014 we have 
managed to advance a number of important deregulation 
decrees and laws through the Parliament and the Cabinet 
of Ministers.

Since 2014 I have been a co-founder and the President 
of Cambridge Society of Ukraine. Currently I’m engaged in 
green energy projects.

ALINA SVIDERSKA
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MA in European Stud-
ies, Aarhus University, 
2012-2014.

Current position: Na-
tional Project Officer in 
the Organization for Se-
curity and Co-operation 
in Europe

I was very lucky and 
fortunate to be select-
ed for a two-year Mas-
ter’s Program in Euro-
pean Studies at Aarhus 
University in Denmark 

in 2012-2014. Having studied a little more than a year in a 
beautiful Danish city I managed to get an internship in the 
UN DESA in New York and went there for 6 months, while still 
being supported by the professors back in Denmark.

Currently I hold a position of a National Project Officer in 
the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
which I held in Vienna and recently moved back to Ukraine 
to enhance the police reform in the country. I am confident 
the knowledge I gained in the area of European security, 
EU-funded projects and policies during my MA helped me 
to get this position and to work for the benefit of my country. 

The most amazing thing about the OSF Program, in my 
opinion, is the networking opportunity! All the staff involved 
in the program made such a big effort to unite all of us – peo-
ple from different countries, different ages, different beliefs… 
It all started in Istanbul, where we spent together one month 
in Boğaziçi University studying incredibly hard and prepar-
ing for our future Master’s Programs. Later we re-united at 
the University of Oxford in 2013 at the Regional Conference 
on Democracy and Policy Perspectives. There we could al-

ANGELINA BIRIUKOVA



ready share our experiences gained at different universities 
and make presentations on the research we were conduct-
ing. I am still in close contact with the alumni of OSF pro-
gram here in Ukraine and all around the globe. I believe the 
fact that we can work together on the very best future of our 
countries and have a new clear vision of the opportunities 
and changes we can make is the best outcome for us from 
the OSF program.
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Open Society Foun-
dations Scholarships in 
European Studies – 2009.

Master’s study at 
Maastricht in 2009 disco-
vered Europe to me, and 
provided with knowledge 
about it. European in-
tegration was just an 
emerging concept in 
Ukraine. By now, as I 
work on reforming my 
country in line with the 
EU best practices, I can 

confidently say – I succeeded! 
Thanks to the OSF/UM scholarship, I met incredible 

professors who turned my academic research into fantastic 
experience; currently we continue our communication and 
collaborate on fascinating projects. 

I took an internship at the Council of Europe in Strasbourg, 
which gave me an important direction in my professional 
development. 

Finally, due to this program I met wonderful friends, with 
whom we went through many challenging and happy 
moments and whom I consider my close people for life. 

I am sincerely grateful to the Open Society Foundations 
and Maastricht University for this life-changing opportunity. 

ANNA BAZILO
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Cambridge Colleges 
Hospitality Scheme – 2009.

In 2009 I won a 
scholarship from the Open 
Society Foundations and 
one of the Cambridge 
Colleges under the 
Cambridge Colleges Hos-
pitality scheme program. 
This meant I was entitled 
to pursue my research as 
a Visiting Scholar at the 
University of Cambridge 
to develop the course 
“British Studies” for my 
University. The College was responsible for providing me 
with free accommodation and meals for the duration of my 
internship; and I received a personal allowance paid through 
the College right upon my arrival.

Cambridge is an extremely stimulating intellectual 
environment. I was hosted by the Newnham College (lively, 
fascinating place, with breath-taking gardens and stunning 
architecture), the only remaining women college at the 
University of Cambridge. My wonderful mentor, Prof. David 
Willis from the English Linguistics Department helped me settle 
into my work. I also met exceptionally dynamic, professional 
and enthusiastic colleagues at Newnham. Being part of the 
multinational scholastic community was a great pleasure. 
Establishing new academic contacts and collaborating with 
other scholars certainly facilitated the work on my research. 

One of the most obvious, considerable and substantial 
benefits I gained at Cambridge University was the use of its 
incomparable library resources at the University Library (UL), 
where I plunged into extensive search for materials necessary 

ANNA YUNATSKA
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for my research. Due to the special arrangements of the College 
Principal, Dame Patricia Hodgson, I was allowed to take out the 
books and work with them in my College study room. 

This incredible experience enabled me to further my 
scientific research and to work out an innovative academic 
course “British Studies”, which is focused on the UK cultural 
realities, one can learn about only through personal 
involvement. I am totally convinced that my experience 
at Cambridge encouraged me for further professional 
development. Since my return in Ukraine, I have won a 
number of other research grants and scholarships (including 
a grant for advanced study at the New York University); 
I made presentations at a great number of international 
conferences, and published the results of my research 
in Ukraine and abroad. My new book on Intercultural 
Communication is underway.

That was an unforgettable experience! I really had 
an enjoyable and productive time at the University of 
Cambridge.
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OSI/FCO Chevening/cambridge overseas trusts alumna – 
2002.

To tell briefly, this was the best experience in my life! It is 
always quite difficult to study at such a prestigious university, 
which unites the best students selected from all over the 
world. However, people, thanks to whom students like me had 
the opportunity to be educated at such universities, greatly 
contribute to the development of humanity! I am immensely 
grateful to them. However, to my great regret, people with 
such education still have low influence on the destiny of our 
state – unfortunately, intellect is underestimated here, but let 
us hope for the brighter future!

ANTONINA YAHOLNYK
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Chevening/Open Society Scholar 2002-2003.
The University of Cambridge, Clare Hall.
I was awarded the Open Society Foundations / Cambridge 

Scholarship in the academic year 2002-2003. As I was stu-
dying English Philology in Ukraine, the program I applied for 
at Cambridge was the Master of Philosophy in English and 
Applied Linguistics, which I successfully completed at the end 
of the academic year. 

A year at the University of Cambridge was the most 
unforgettable experience any student may wish. I have 
become a life member of the Clare Hall, a graduate college 
located behind the University Library. The academic year filled 
with joy of Cambridge everyday life passed too quickly. What 
remained for a lifetime, however, was a sound knowledge 
of new academic disciplines, effective communication skills, 
important networking and lifetime friendships. 

The time at Cambridge was valuable not only because 
it was a perfect springboard for my academic career, 
but also because it made me a better person, both as a 
professional and as a personality. The year at Cambridge 
taught me a good lesson of tolerance and respect, diversity 
and intercultural collaboration, perfection in teaching 
and excellence in research. Cambridge seemed to be an 
unrealistic dream that became my beautiful reality.

Elena Salakhyan,
B.A., Chernivtsi National University

MPhil, University of Cambridge
Ph.D., University of Tübingen

At present – research fellow at the University of Tübingen, 
English Department

ELENA SALAKHYAN
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OSF/Oxford Chevening 
Scho larship – 1999-2000.

I took part at OSF/Oxford 
Chevening Scholarship in 
1999-2000, when the president 
Kuchma stagnation prevailed 
in Ukraine, the cities alter-
nately fell into the darkness in 
accordance with the power 
shutdown schedule, the aver-
age teacher salary was about 
300 UAH, and the Internet was 
a luxury for some families.

My experience of one-year 
study and research at Oxford 
proved to be decisive in my 
spiritual, intellectual, national and professional dimensions. 
It was one of the church communities there, that fostered 
me as a Christian, where I realized that education is not just 
information, it is the environment. It was there, in multicultural 
academic crucible, where I could perceive for the first time 
the value of my own Ukrainian identity; it was Oxford, which 
formed me as a Literary Theory scholar by determining the 
topic for the future thesis and career vectors.

In Oxford I made friends for life with students from Albania, 
Dominica, Sri-Lanka, Canada, Germany, Botswana, Roma-
nia, and Belgium.

HALYNA PASTUSHUK
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Thanks to the OSF Scholarship 
for Master’s Program in Europe-
an Studies, I was lucky to study 
international policies of the Eu-
ropean Union at Maastricht Uni-
versity in 2011-2012. With hind-
sight, it is hard to overestimate 
the impact of this unique expe-
rience on my professional path.

The program, especially its in-
ternship, helped to sharpen my 
career focus. For a long time I 
had pursued a career of an an-
alyst at policy think tanks before 

coming to the Netherlands. However, it was in Maastricht 
where I could start to discuss research ideas with like-minded 
students and critically minded professors on a daily basis. As 
an analyst, now I must admit that those ideas would not al-
ways stand up to criticism; but I learned to respect my previ-
ous mistakes.

Before coming to the Netherlands, I believed I knew a lot 
about this fantastic nation, but it was only living there that 
made me understand and appreciate how their respect for 
rule of law forged this country’s progress and prosperity. 

All this remains a great inspiration for me to this day, as my 
current research concerns the sphere of criminal justice here 
in Ukraine.

IEVGEN VOROBIOV
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ESL Instructor at Lake Wa-
shington Institute of Technology

Seattle, WA, U.S.A.
My name is Karyna Tytar. I 

took part in 2011-2012 Under-
graduate Exchange Program 
(UEP) sponsored by Open 
Society Foundations. It is hard 
to find the words to describe 
how incredible this experience was for me. This scholarship 
enabled me to fulfil my long-time dream to study abroad. 
I was chosen to complete a year as an exchange student 
at the University of Montana where I studied linguistics and 
language teaching pedagogy.

UEP program also provided an incredible academic, 
cultural, social, and professional training. Before going 
to study in the United States, each student received an 
extensive training about cultural and academic norms at 
the U.S. universities and beyond. During the exchange in 
the US, we visited New York where we learned how we can 
develop Home Country Projects to address social issues in 
our home countries. We also had a tour of UN hand-quarters! 
After returning to Ukraine in 2012, I developed a three-month 
long art project for underprivileged kids in my home town. I 
worked with children who have latent tuberculosis.

The participation in UEP changed my life completely. 
Upon completing my Home County Project and presenting 
its results at Commencement Conference in Istanbul, Turkey 
in 2013, I went to study for my Master’s Degree in Linguistics 
at the University of Montana. I successfully graduated in 
2015. Currently, I live in Seattle, Washington and work as an 
ESL Instructor at Lake Washington Institute of Technology. It is 
my dream job, and it involves teaching English to immigrants 
and refugees.

 

KARYNA TYTAR
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It is always great to 
think back to the days 
of studies at Maastricht 
University. This was a 
truly unique time. First 
of all, the OSF scholar-
ship program made 
it possible for me to 

study in an international environment in the heart of Europe. 
Secondly, the university itself provided an amazing academic 
environment: great professors, study facilities, access to the 
necessary reading materials and interesting discussions dur-
ing classes. Although the academic workload was quite high, 
our little OSF group managed to explore Holland, Belgium and 
Germany by taking day trips during weekends.

I also would like to mention that summer school in Istanbul 
was a good preparation for the European Studies program. 
Coming from the business administration background, I really 
appreciated the short course during summer school, which pro-
vided a great overview of the European politics and institutions, 
international relations theories. In addition, I had a chance to 
meet great people from various countries – OSF scholars – and 
had a great cultural exchange experience in Istanbul. 

Back to the University of Maastricht, I would like to mention 
that it was not only a great year in terms of academia, but 
also a time for interacting with other students from all over 
Europe, learning more about their culture and work ethics. 
After a while, my classmate from Lithuania became my hus-
band, and now we live in Vilnius. I currently work as a Consult-
ing Analyst in the marketing research field at the Euromonitor 
International in Lithuania.

KATERYNA 
SINKEVIČIENĖ
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Undergraduate Exchange Prog-
ram alumnus – 2011.

I am extremely thankful for that 
unique opportunity to have been 
a part of the OSI alumni family. 
While my stay in the USA no single 
day was the same as previous 
ones – there was never a dull 
moment. I enjoyed learning more 
about my abilities and personality 
on a daily basis. It is incredible 
how many talented, amazing people I have met there. 
People who have taught me how to make а difference; they 
shared passion and imagination which are the must-have to 
achieve impossible.

That valuable experience helped me to find my first 
job in the hospitality field; later on this job gave me a 
solid background to find the next one in the sphere of air 
transportation, where I worked for the world-class Emirates 
Airline. This, in its turn, led me where I am now, engaged in 
a Real Estate company where I hold the position of Sales 
Manager. I am in charge of three sales agents, and in most 
cases, I implement the ideas that I gained in the course of 
participation in the OSF UGRAD program. 

KYRYL LUCHKIN
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Internship at the Centre for 
Speech, Language and Brain 
at the University of Cambridge 
(2008) under the Cambridge 
Colleges Hospitality Scheme

The internship at the Cen-
tre for Speech, Language and 
Brain at the University of Cam-
bridge headed by Professor L. K. 
Tyler had a tremendous impact 
on my personal and profes-
sional life. Moreover, I had the 
opportunity to get acquainted 
with the international standards 

for conducting modern neuro-psycholinguistic research us-
ing the method of neuromapping.

The most memorable thing was Prof. Tyler’s reaction to my 
excitement about the laboratory technical equipment. She 
said: “Technical facilities are not a panacea for organizing 
original scientific research and obtaining important results. 
The most indispensable factors are clearly formulated hy-
potheses and properly selected research methods”.

This inspired me to establish in 2009 the Laboratory of Neu-
ropsychology and Psycholinguistics, which has been suc-
cessfully operating at Lesya Ukrainka Eastern European Na-
tional University, and became a powerful research center 
well known both in Ukraine and abroad.

LARYSA ZASYEKINA
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Open Society Founda-
tions/ Cambridge Scholarships 
alumna – 2012. 

Independent researcher.
OSF/Cambridge Scholar-

ships Program provided me 
with an opportunity to pursue 
my studies at the exception-
al academic institution – the 
University of Cambridge. I got 
a chance to work with the 
world’s leading experts in Psy-
chology and Education, and 
met not only remarkable pro-
fessors, but also passionate and inspired students, who later 
became my friends and colleagues in research career.

The program gave me courage and inspiration to imple-
ment my ideas, and launch social and research projects 
in Ukraine. In 2015, I became a co-founder of the NGO 
“UERA” which, in collaboration with the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science of Ukraine, aims to improve the quality 
of research in the Ukrainian system of higher education. In 
my research work, I also focus on social and professional 
identity, stereotypes, problems faced by Ukrainian internally 
displaced people (students and academics in particular), 
educational reforms and democratization, as well as narra-
tive practice of school teachers and university professors. In 
July of 2016, I received the grant from the U.S. Department 
of State directed at identification of the needs of Ukrainian 
universities relocated from the eastern regions of the coun-
try, which appeared in the military actions zone. Addition-
ally, in collaboration with colleagues from the University of 
Cambridge, I manage a number of research projects in the 
sphere of education in Ukraine.

MARIIA VITRUKH
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My studies at Cambridge became a good example of the 
fact that amazing ideas can be born when people from dif-
ferent disciplines get together round the table. 

I am confident, that the Program triggered major changes 
in my life, and helped me make my personal input into the 
start of positive changes in my country. 
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I participated in the Oxford 
Colleges Hospitality Scheme pro-
gram organized by the Open So-
ciety Foundations (the grant for 
senior researchers at the University 
of Oxford, Computing Laboratory 
of Wadham College, 2000). 

For me it was an unforgetta-
ble experience and my first trip 
abroad. Since then I took part in 
a number of international proj-
ects, and was awarded research scholarships such as NATO-
DAAD Science Fellowships Grant (Germany, 2002) and Visit-
ing Scholar grant from the British Royal Society (Great Britain, 
2007). I also took part in several International Symposiums in 
Greece, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands, and USA. 

In my home country I was awarded the Medal for scientific 
achievements from Ukrainian Scientific Society (2008) and the 
Prize of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (2010). 

At present I lead one of the Departments at National Tech-
nical University “Kharkiv Polytechnic Institute”; and I am very 
grateful for the opportunity given to me by the Open Society 
Foundations to achieve great success in my scientific career.

 

MARYNA REZYNKINA
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In July 2011, I spent at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge in frames 
of the Cambridge Colleges Hos-
pitality Scheme. The goal of the 
trip was to collect sources for my 
doctoral dissertation.

The trip made an immense im-
pression on me. Never had I vis-
ited a country farther to the West 
than the Baltic States or Poland. 
All the weekends I spent in Lon-
don, visited museums and other 

landmarks. Also noteworthy was my visit to Michael Bignone, 
the international observer of the London newspaper “Times”, 
who shortly before our meeting in London addressed the stu-
dents of the department of journalism at my university, and I 
had the privilege to interpret his speech.

Great Britain features its synthesis of traditions and ultra-mod-
ernism. The country is rich, multinational, multicultural, dynamic, 
and rational. This program enabled me to visit one of the most 
remarkable and influential countries and cities in the world, in-
teract with professors and students of Cambridge University, 
dwell in the famous college and work in the university library.

For me it was an experience of exploring the country with 
a developed historical memory, post-colonialism, ideologi-
cal and religious heritage.

Access to resources for scientific work played a significant 
role in my research, making a solid background for my own 
findings and observations.

Since then, I defended my doctoral thesis in 2014, and ob-
tained a degree of Doctor of Social Science in 2015. Currently I 
hold a position of Full Professor at the Department of Journalism 
of Kharkiv V.N. Karazin National University. I am also a visiting 

MAXYM BALAKLYTSKY



Professor at Ukrainian Institute of Humanities (Bucha, Kyiv region) 
and the news section editor of the media group “Nadiya”.

My dissertation research on journalism of Ukrainian protes-
tants prepared the ground for my public activism. Currently, I 
am a public figure and an activist promoting celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the European Reformation in Ukraine.

I am sincerely grateful to the program hosts and sponsors 
for the opportunities provided.
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Fate or chance (How cameI 
went to Cambridge)?

Incidentally, in the newspaper 
“Po-Kyivski” I saw an announce-
ment about an incredibly excit-
ing Cambridge University program 
for scholars. I had serious doubts, 
which were supported by senior 
colleagues; however, my instinct 
urged me to apply! Later on, in 
spring 2010 I received a letter in the 

envelope featuring Her Majesty’s Portrait. I heard my heart 
pounding in excitement – I did not open the letter immediate-
ly, I did not believe my eyes! I felt as if I were an eight-year-
old Harry Porter with a letter from Hogwarts School. The letter 
contained the invitation! I thought to myself: “Is it really going 
to happen in my life – visiting an unattainable summit of the 
scientific world - the University of Cambridge –?!”

There started preparation: visa application, meetings with 
colleagues from other universities of Ukraine, those who also 
became finalists of the program; and finally in July, not at 
all foggy, but rather sunny Albion met scientific elite of our 
country. I’d like to express special thanks to Great Britain for 
hosting a literary critic from Zaporizhzhia, a sociologist from 
Kharkiv, a chemist from Dnipro – my Cambridge will always 
be associated with them by memories of our trips, discus-
sions, theatres, museums, visits of various Cambridge Col-
leges! Hospitality of the British had no limits: friendly admin-
istration, cozy accommodation, breaking of all stereotypes 
concerned with the English cuisine. 

The main event of my visit to Great Britain was the meeting 
with the mentor, who supervised my research at the univer-
sity. Clara Kalnins, Professor of Literature and Literary Theory 
met me with a smile on her face in her medieval study room 

NATALIIA GLINKA
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featuring antique furniture and huge library at Corpus Christi 
College. At that very time I realized that there was no coinci-
dence in my selection for the program. The sphere of my re-
search interests covers the works by English writers-modernists 
including David Herbert Lowrance; and Professor Kalnins, who 
is the world’s renowned expert in Lowrance literary heritage, 
headed the selection of candidates for the Cambridge Hos-
pitality Scheme Scholarships that year. She was very much sur-
prised that in the far-away Ukraine there are people who ad-
mire the literary works of her favorite writer. The jigsaw puzzle of 
coincidences was complete. Our meetings were fruitful and 
informatively rich. Beside scientific discussions, I was learning 
as a thirsty neophyte about Britain, Cambridge, realities of the 
English life, the specifics of English humor. Clara’s personal life 
is worth depicting in a novel: born in a German concentration 
camp in Latvia, the first years of her life she spent behind bars 
as an orphan. Finally, she became a professor at the world’s 
most prestigious university and occupies a significant place 
in the scientific and teaching environment of the Cambridge 
University dominated by men.

For advanced research work I was granted an unlimited 
access to the university libraries and all the electronic resourc-
es. Every day I spent several hours among unique collections, 
archives, catalogues. Accessibility of book storage, the lack 
of any limitations, and availability of all kinds of literature were 
also a novel scientific experience for me. As the result of my 
work with library resources, consultations with Professor Kalnins 
and the photographs, which she generously gifted to me, I 
published the monograph “Myth and Poetry in Literary works 
of David G. Lowrance”. Kyiv, NTUU “KPI”, 2012. – 200 p.

Our scientific team enjoyed recreation, which was no less 
creative, taking advantage of the mild English summer. In 
July Cambridge University marks the Shakespeare Festival; 
amateur troupes prepare for performances in all the Uni-
versity Colleges. Therefore, almost every evening we could 
watch rehearsals of plays by the English genius. In such con-
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text, we could not help visiting Shakespeare’s native town; 
we set off to Stanford-upon-Avon. Our desire to learn the 
wonderful world of Britain was realized in our trips to Oxford, 
York, Windsor, and London. I greatly appreciate the Cam-
bridge Colleges Hospitality program for this opportunity. 
We also received huge support from the Ukrainian scientific 
community of the university. Up to now, I keep a small book 
of Ukrainian songs, collected by them for friendly meetings 
far from homeland. 

The time may delete details from our memories, but the 
feeling of happiness from such a gift as participation in the 
Cambridge Hospitality Scheme has not elapsed. I am grate-
ful for this happy opportunity, and I thank my fate for the pos-
sibility to speak confidently of the English literature and spe-
cifics of British culture to students, to impart my Cambridge 
experience to our educational environment.
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 In 2009, at the University of Cambridge, I had a wonderful 
opportunity to research the problems of cultural influence 
on communication and to develop a new university course 
“Culture and Human Communication” for my Ukrainian 
university.

Nine years have passed. I am teaching the course and 
continue working on it – work out latest research publications 
and books, and update the course by adding new topics. 
I am also constantly reasoning on how important it is to 
accept, respect and appreciate other cultures to be able to 
live in harmony, in a safe world, and in peace. 

The importance of peace became principal for me when 
the peaceful life of my home city of Luhansk, Ukraine, was 
disrupted in the summer of 2014 by the onset of hostilities. 
The city was intensively shelled. One day an explosion shook 
the apartment building where I lived, and my balcony was 
heavily damaged by shrapnel. I was in my flat at the time 
because the unexpected attack gave me no chance to take 
refuge in the bomb shelter. Another day I literally happened 
to come under fire, which was a terrible experience indeed.

Nowadays, still amid the war, I am thinking on the role 
of education and culture in preventing war conflicts, in 
renovating societies and reforming education based on 
humanistic and democratic principles. The war has made 
me look at many things from a different angle. I am thinking 
of the potential of a discipline “Foreign Language” in terms 
of teaching for peace. The war made me think of how school 
teachers and university faculty could find out and teach 
human rights and democratic values to the youth.

Soon I will start teaching the course “Culture and Human 
Communication” to the second-year students of Luhansk 
Taras Shevchenko University, which had been relocated 
from Luhansk to the Ukrainian city Poltava. In my introduction 
to the course, I will underline that culture is one of the most 

NATALIYA FEDICHEVA



powerful forces in the world. I will tell my students how I 
worked on the course at the University of Cambridge under 
the Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme. I will emphasize 
that research at Cambridge was one of my life’s greatest and 
most amazing experiences, which inspired my intellectual 
growth. After that, together with my students I will start our 
endeavour to communicate across cultures…

Nataliya Fedicheva, 
Associate Professor, Ph.D., 

Luhansk Taras Shevchenko National University, 
Honorary Professor, the Chair of Department of Oriental 

languages
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NATALIYA GORDEYEVA
I was awarded a scholarship 

to visit Robinson College of 
Cambridge University under 
the Cambridge Colleges Hos-
pitality Scheme from June to 
August 2010.

I conducted research 
on problems and specifics 
of changes taking place in 
families under conditions 
of social transformations. I 
reaped the benefit of access 
to resources in the libraries and 
archives of both the University of Cambridge and Robinson 
College related to my research topic – “The Quality of Life 
in England and America”, as well as modern sociological 
theories to use them in scientific articles and in my teaching 
practice.

I also researched the techniques for upbringing spiritual 
values and culture in a family, and collected materials for my 
further research (total 27 primary sources studied).

The result of my work was a scientific article, which has 
become a fragment of my future monograph, dedicated 
to the institution of family; it included the latest Socio-
Demographic and Socio-Economic Data of the Western 
Countries. It was presented at the conference “Family Models: 
Transformation and Trends of Development” organized by 
Women Association “Sphere” on September 25, 2010 in the 
city of Kharkiv.

I also discussed further collaboration with Professor David 
Lane, who was my mentor at the University of Cambridge, 
particularly his visit to Kharkiv National University of Internal 
Affairs to give lectures on Sociology to those cadets and 
students, who take intensive English language course. 



During my trip, I established a good contact with Professor 
Martin Richards, Ph.D. in Psychology, the head of the Family 
Research Center. 

In addition to the work under the program at the University 
of Cambridge, I also made trips to London and small towns 
and villages in the suburbs of Cambridge (Ely, Grantchester, 
etc.), and visited their museums and theatres.

The information obtained enriched my knowledge of 
area studies, western culture and the English language; 
besides, it enhanced the level of my erudition that I made 
use of in my teaching practice, particularly for updating the 
courses “Modern Sociological Theories” and “Basics of Public 
Relations”.
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Cambridge Colleges Hospitality 
Scheme alumna – 2007.

Application for the Cambridge 
Colleges Hospitality Scheme was 
my first successful one. Although 
ten years have passed since then, 
the information and useful profes-
sional network, which I joined there 
have been working and multiply-
ing up to now.

During my scholarship at the 
Churchill College, Department of 
Materials Science and Metallurgy 
under the mentorship of Dr. Kevin Knowles, I also had an op-
portunity to contact scholars from the Department of Engi-
neering Science and Architecture, since the scope of my re-
search interests is at the junction of these disciplines. The use 
of both departmental and University libraries was extremely 
helpful in further preparation of my own scientific publications.

I work for the National University of Water Management 
and Natural Resources, but it was Cambridge, that gave me 
a powerful start, which was followed by other international 
grants (Erasmus Mundus Programs in Italy and Poland, the 
Project of British Council in Ukraine – “Internationalization of 
Higher Education”).

In 2016 I met my British colleagues when visited the British 
Council of Ukraine in frames of their program “International-
ization of Higher Education” Program.

NATALIYA LUSHNIKOVA
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Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme – 2009.
Current position: Institute of Magnetism and Material Sci-

ence.
In September 2009 as one of participants of the OSF Cam-

bridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme, I visited Cambridge Uni-
versity and was acquainted with scholars of the Department 
of Materials Science and Metallurgy. Peterhouse, the oldest 
College at the University of Cambridge kindly provided op-
portunities for accommodation and research.

The initial goal of my trip was to use resources of the Cam-
bridge University’s library to work out a review article in the 
area of a new branch of physics – spintronics. However, pro-
fessional contacts established within the scope of the pro-
gram have evolved into serious scientific cooperation.

The presentation of research results achieved by my team 
at the Institute of Magnetism (Kyiv), the discussion of scientific 
issues with Prof. M. Blamire, Prof. N. Mathur, Dr. X. Moya have 
shown up that our scientific activities are to a certain extent 
complementary. After a while, the joint efforts of our teams 
have led to important scientific results published in such pres-
tigious journals as Physical Review B and Nature Materials.

Our collaboration continues. We are co-authoring articles 
for publication. The desire to visit Cambridge again and 
again does not disappear...

Professor Oleksandr Tovstolytkin,
Institute of Magnetism (Kyiv), Ukraine

2017
 

OLEKSANDR TOVSTOLYTKIN
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OSI Undergraduate Ex-
change Program –1998-1999.

OSF/FCO Chevening Schol-
arship – 2001-2002.

Current position: Professor 
of Sociology

I was fortunate to be an 
awardee of three scholarships 
from the Open Society Foun-
dations: OSI Undergraduate 
Exchange Program in 1998-
1999, OSF/FCO Chevening 
Scholarship in 2001-2002, and 
Hansard Society Program for 
OSF/FCO Chevening Scholars in 2002. 

Currently I am a professor of sociology in a top Ukrainian 
university. I have also been involved in intergovernmental 
and non-governmental projects, including those of the Inter-
national Organization for Migration and International Renais-
sance Foundation. 

My undergraduate OSI experience gave me confidence 
that alternative approaches to university education were re-
alistic and viable. My graduate OSI experience inspired me 
to become a university professor with a continued interest in 
social projects and civil initiatives. 

In 2015, I published the book “What Should Be Known 
about Sociology and Social Research? Handbook for Public 
Activists and Anyone Interested”, which would hardly ever 
come to life without my OSF-supported studies, and much 
valued encouragement from the Open Society Foundations.

 

OLENA BOHDAN
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Olena was an awardee 
of the OSF/FCO/Cambridge 
scholarship in 2004-2005 to 
study for the MPhil degree 
in Politics, Education and 
Democracy at the Faculty 
of Education, University of 
Cambridge. 

Currently Olena is a Se-
nior Research Associate at 
the Faculty of Education, 
University of Cambridge, 
UK, working on the issues of 
educational reform, neces-

sity of knowledge assessment, institutional form of educa-
tion, teacher identity, and student’s transition from schools 
to higher educational institutions in Kazakhstan and Ukraine. 

Olena’s Ph.D. thesis defended at the University of Cam-
bridge explored the issues concerning reform of Ukrainian 
educational system, actors and balance of power in ed-
ucational policy-making in Ukraine. Prior to joining the In-
novation and Reform team (formerly Kazakhstan Projects 
team), she led such research projects as “Return of Aca-
demic Migration in Post-Communist Europe” at the Centre 
for Area Studies, Free University of Berlin, Germany; and re-
search “Sociology of Post-Communist Intelligentsia” at the 
Collegium Budapest, Hungary. 

Before embarking on her research and university-teach-
ing career, Olena worked as an EFL teacher for five years in 
Tsyurupynska Gymnasium, Kherson region, Ukraine.

 

OLENA FIMYAR
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Cambridge Colleges Hospitality 
Scheme alumna – 2007.

Ten years have passed since 
probably the most important 
event in my life – a month-long 
research internship at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge! In addition to 
professional advancement in Pe-
diatric and Adult Endocrinology, 
the experience of communicat-
ing with outstanding British scien-
tists, the opportunity to work at the 
Cambridge library, this trip was a 
real opportunity for me to expand 
my horizons! For the first time in my life, I felt what it was like to 
be a “global citizen”, a true cosmopolitan!

In 2007 most people I communicated with, predominantly 
the Clare College fellows, did not know where Ukraine is, and 
I told them about our homeland (at the time I resided in Do-
netsk). I had a feeling that all the British got their first impres-
sion of our country by looking at me! The idea of not to let my 
country down was predominant!

Coming back home, I started implementing my new pro-
fessional attainments in everyday practice of diagnostics and 
treatment of endocrine pathology in children and adults. The 
new theoretical knowledge and practical skills enabled me 
to write two monographs on endocrinology. The experience 
of communication in English helped me in teaching Pediat-
rics to English-speaking students at Donetsk National Medical 
University, where I worked before the Anti-Terrorist Operation.

In September 2014, we were forced to move to the city 
of Dnipro. Now I hold a position of Associate Professor at 
the Department of Pediatrics and Neonatology at Medical 

OLENA TOLSTIKOVA



Academy of Dnipro. I still teach English-speaking students 
and enthusiastically share my happiness from participating 
in the Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme.

Olena Tolstikova
Ph.D. in Medicine, Associate Professor at the Department 

of Pediatrics and Neonatology at Medical Academy  
of Dnipro

 



39

I visited the Magdalene College under the Cambridge 
Colleges Hospitality Scheme in 2009. As a young scientist, 
I was looking for new material for my research, as well as 
a broader perspective for my scientific endeavours; and I 
found a great deal of materials available for free copying, 
and an open access to the Cambridge University Library. 

Moreover, I was lucky to meet Professor Simon Franklin, 
who is a great expert, in my opinion; and he did not only 
made himself available but also presented me a book, which 
was very important for my research. In my turn, I presented 
him one of our articles collection. 

Another great contact I established with my scientific su-
pervisor – Professor Eamon Duffy, who guided me through 
my research, introduced me to other scholars, and present-
ed books for my university library and me. 

My one-month work at the university and communication 
with Cambridge scholars and students demonstrated to me 
the highest professional standards and the level of democ-
racy, which I should pursue. It gave the joy of studying in 
the perfect scientific environment and wonderful library, the 
warmth of personal communication, encouragement from 
famous scholars, and the importance of combined efforts in 
academia.

OLENA VDOVYNA
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Open Society Foundations 
Scholarships in European Stud-
ies – 2012.

Current position: Reforms Of-
fice of the Cabinet of Ministers 
of Ukraine, Adviser 

The OSF scholarship was one 
of the turning points in my life 
pushing my horizons and ex-
tending my professional and 
personal interests. I studied 
European Public Affairs in the 
Maastricht University; thereafter 
I did a traineeship in the Euro-

pean Parliament. I stayed for another year in the EU, where I 
was working as analyst in a think-tank in Spain. 

The Maidan uprisings, the Russian aggression in Crimea 
and in the East of my country served as a catalyst for me to 
return home and provide direct assistance to the affected 
population.

In 2014 I co-founded the Ukrainian office of the worldwide 
biggest humanitarian organization “Save the Children” and 
operationalised the in-country emergency response. 

Later on I was invited to join the UN Human Rights Monitor-
ing Mission in Ukraine. Now I am working on the public ad-
ministration reform in the Reforms Office of the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Ukraine.

 

OLESIA OGRYZKO
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Invitation to participate in the Oxford and Cambridge 
Colleges Hospitality Scheme was a pleasant surprise. Up to 
now my acquaintances are puzzled how one could become 
the British exchange program finalist without any influential 
contacts.

As it was my first trip to a “far-away country”, I was im-
mensely impressed by everything in Great Britain: colours and 
types of buildings; the landscape outside a train window; 
rapid movement of clouds in the sky and the rapid changes 
in their direction. However, the most important thing was to 
get away from the stressful and bureaucratic system of a 
Ukrainian university with its numerous reports and memos to 
the atmosphere of a classic British university with its old tradi-
tions, buildings of the Henry VII period, and the air of serenity 
all around – in education, research and daily routines.

Cambridge seemed to be a town preoccupied with the 
life of its scientific community, in some sense isolated from ev-
eryday life; that was testified by the Colleges buildings mak-
ing an impression of scientific monasteries, especially during 
summer when most students leave the university. 

The Robinson College, which hosted me, is probably the 
youngest among Cambridge Colleges. However, everyone 
there is proud of the red brick college’s traditions. The Robin-
son College looks like a fortress. The building of the Computer 
Laboratory of Cambridge University bears the name of Bill 
Gates, though its fellows hardly ever use Microsoft products.

My supervisor at the University of Cambridge was Profes-
sor Alan Mycroft, a prominent scholar in his area of studies, 
a friendly person in communication with students and uni-
versity colleagues, true scientist and inventor. I could talk to 
him for hours discussing specifics of implementation of logical 
programming methods and the development of program-
ming languages. I should point out that in my life I met very 
few interlocutors like him. It’s a pity. Alan Mycroft is now in-

OLEXANDR TSYMBAL
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tensively working on the new software platform Raspberry PI; 
he is one of the founders of its development. We are still in 
correspondence. During the troublesome days of spring and 
summer of 2014, he was extremely concerned about the situ-
ation in Ukraine, and always expressed his support.

The month at Cambridge passed very quickly. At the end, 
together with my colleagues (Professors Larysa Zasiekina and 
Natalia Makeyeva) I was already homesick. Since then, nine 
years have passed. Beyond all doubt, that was a positive ex-
perience. Probably, not all the tasks that I planned to ac-
complish then were implemented. Nevertheless, July spent 
at Cambridge will always stand out as a bright, exciting and 
significant page of my life.

Olexandr Tsymbal
Doctor of Technical Science, 

Kharkiv National University of Radioelectronics
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In 2011 I was awarded 
an Open Society Founda-
tion/University of Cambridge 
Scholarship, which enabled 
me to successfully complete 
my Master’s degree program 
in Social Anthropology at the 
University of Cambridge. It 
was an invaluable school of 
academic mastery, which 
taught me to dream of great 
and impossible issues, and 
provided me with necessary 
knowledge and skills to make 
these dreams come true in the form of new projects.

After graduation I returned to Ukraine and began working 
in one of the museums in Kyiv. At the same time, the research 
that I started at Cambridge inspired me to pursue further ac-
ademic work. In 2013 I enrolled in Ph.D. program at the Euro-
pean University Institute in Florence.

Now I am finishing my dissertation on the history of interna-
tional humanitarian organizations, including those in Ukraine, 
which took care of children after the World War II. Some re-
sults of the project were presented at international confer-
ences and published in several articles.

 

OLGA GNYDIUK
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Ph.D. in Art Studies, Senior Re-
searcher, has a position of Senior 
Research Associate, Department 
of Musicology and Ethnomusicol-
ogy, M.T. Rylsky Institute of Art 
Studies, Folklore and Ethnology.

In July 2012 I visited the Univer-
sity of Cambridge as a finalist of 
the Cambridge Colleges Hospi-
tality Scheme, where, thanks to 
generous scientific support from 
Professor Marina Frolova-Walker, 
I was acquainted with the latest 
trends in contemporary musicol-

ogy research published in English.
My pleasant memories also relate to the wide opportuni-

ties that I had during my daily visits to the University Library. 
For my scientific research “Impressionism in music”, I discov-
ered many new sources – both scientific works and, espe-
cially, music scores, which greatly expanded my knowledge 
of stylistic aspects of the musical art.

My experience at the University of Cambridge proved to 
be extremely useful for intensification of organizational pro-
cess of my own scientific activities – for presentations at inter-
national conferences in Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, as well as 
for scholarly articles.

OLGA KUSHNIRUK



45

Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme alumnus – 2008.
Cambridge is the School for Nobel Laureates. 
Cambridge University deserves its fame as the world’s 

spiritual and academic Mecca. It still has the spirit of great 
scientists and scholars, who laid the foundations for numer-
ous realms of human knowledge and gave impetus to new 
research. It is worth mentioning a few famous names: New-
ton, Dirac, More, Erasmus Rotterdam, Cavendish, Darwin, 
Maxwell, Thomson, Rutherford. There are also 82 alumni who 
became Nobel Prize laureates! No educational institution in 
the world can compete with the achievement. What is the 
secret of this success?

At the time when the university was founded, in 1209 a 
special act of Parliament granted autonomy to this small pri-
vate institution, which was the key idea. It was autonomy in 
all its manifestations. The location for the future school was 
chosen in a picturesque place, which, as at that time, was 
remote from the residential area, so that no charms of sec-
ular life could distract teachers and students from scientific 
research.

At first, the University comprised a group of Colleges (Now 
it consists of 31 Colleges), then, specialized scientific Facul-
ties and Departments were added.

Colleges provide students with housing, meals, access to 
educational facilities (libraries, internet); they provide instruc-
tion, basic education in many traditional disciplines. Scientif-
ic Faculties provide in-depth special training. Teaching is not 
the main activity of Faculty Scholars. They should give only 
one lecture-consultation per week; this practice has come 
into effect since 1972, and prevails only in Cambridge and 
Oxford. The rest of the time they spend in state-of-the-art labs 
(just to mention this year’s Cavendish Laboratory Experiment 
with the LHC – Large Hadron Collider); they participate in 
the most prestigious scientific forums around the world, write 

SERHIY SNIZHKO
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and publish scientific papers in well-known international jour-
nals using financial support of the university. Thus, the impact 
factor grows not only for individual scholars but also for the 
whole university.

As far as the preparation of textbooks is concerned, it is a 
serious matter for the university. If an outstanding specialist 
expresses his desire to write a textbook, the university pro-
vides support to him. The scholar is given a sabbatical for no 
more than one year and the possibility of business trips to any 
scientific centres or libraries around the world.

It is difficult for us to imagine that this could be possible in 
our country. It’s even harder to imagine how significant for 
Cambridge is the idea that the human capital is the most 
important asset. The personality of professor is the most im-
portant in the academic world. A special status of professor 
is undoubtedly the credit of the scholar himself, but the uni-
versity reinforces this status with significant material support 
and a number of privileges. Professors get the right to use all 
the resources of the university for life.

To a large extent, the achievements and opportunities of 
the university can be explained by the largest financial sup-
port in Europe (about $ 2 billion a year). One third of their 
funds is provided by the state, one third comes from research 
grants, and the rest comes from student fees, sponsorship, 
and revenues from investment activities of the university. It is 
prestigious to be a sponsor of the university, there is a kind of 
competition, especially among successful graduates, to pro-
vide financial support to the university. The greatest contribu-
tions to the University were made by Bill Gates (250 million 
USD for scholarships to foreign students and post-graduates), 
Gordon Moore (15 million USD). By the way, our domestic 
billionaire D. Firtash contributed 1 million dollars for the or-
ganization of Ukrainian Studies at Cambridge. The program 
started on the 1st of October last year.

The availability of funds enables to invite the best scholars 
and teachers from around the world.
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For example, the Center for Atmospheric Science, where I 
conducted my research project, comprised German meteo-
rologists (managers and participants of the most prestigious 
European projects FP-5, FP-6) who have extensive experi-
ence in the United States.

Despite substantial financial support, the rector of the Uni-
versity A. Richard at the annual meeting of rectors of Brit-
ish universities lamented that Great Britain invests too little in 
higher education (1.1% of GDP) compared to the US (2.9% of 
GDP), and even compared to China (1.3% of GDP).

Here are the main theses of her report (“The Times” of 
September 10, 2008): “If public funding is not significantly 
increased, the leading British universities will not be able to 
maintain their reputation as the world leaders ...

…we will not be able to attract the best scientists from 
around the world to work for the university ...

… universities of Great Britain spend less on each student 
than their main rivals – universities in the USA, Australia, and 
Germany. This is an obstacle in the competition for the best 
post-graduates…”

Therefore, using American fundraising technologies, the uni-
versity uses a variety of advertising campaigns to attract ad-
ditional funds for development. These issues are dealt with by 
special services involving the best economists and financiers.

All the Colleges have their fund-raising programs. In 
summer, they open their historic buildings, cathedrals, 
concert halls and art galleries for admission fees to tour-
ists; their classrooms become venues for conferences and 
seminars. Colleges provide hotel services to participants 
of seminars and arrange high-quality restaurant meals. Ex-
quisite medieval meeting halls are rented at weekends for 
celebrations, etc.

Financing is the responsibility of a special council controlled 
by the Chamber of Regents (comprising 3000 lecturers and 
professors), which has all the legislative power at the universi-
ty. Thus, all the important decisions are made in a transparent 
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way, using public debate and democratic voting. Authorita-
tive methods of management are not possible here!

How to get to Cambridge? There are a number of options; 
your colleagues from the relevant departments of the British 
universities have more information about them.

For example, I applied for Cambridge Colleges Hospital-
ity Scheme. The program enables to execute a small-scale 
scientific project within one month. Thanks to this program, 
the university provides you with a workplace, the status of 
“visiting scholar” and a temporary employee ID card which 
gives you access to university resources and international 
databases not accessible in our country.

All Visiting Scholars are affiliated with a certain college 
that provides them with accommodation and meals. Thus, 
during your stay there you become a visiting fellow. The sta-
tus of fellow, which means a buddy or brother, is one of nu-
merous highlights of the program that allows you to feel “at 
home” in the circle of famous Cambridge scholars.

Professor S.I. Snizhko
Kyiv National Shevchenko University

Head of Department of Meteorology and Climatology, 
Faculty of Geography
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Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme – 2006.
Current position: Dept. of Antarctic Geology and Geo-

ecology, Institute of Geological Science, National Academy 
of Science of Ukraine

From 1.09.2006 to 1.10.2006, I visited the University of Cam-
bridge, St. Catharine’s College (founded in the second half 
of the 15th century). 

I worked at the Centre for Atmospheric Science, the Uni-
versity Department of Chemistry, and the Scott Polar Re-
search Institute, and visited the British Antarctic Survey, as I 
am a representative of Ukraine at the Executive Board of the 
International Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research. 

The main topic of my research was the impact of the Earth 
global warming on the secondary emission of anthropogen-
ic persistent organic pollutants, which came from the conti-
nents of the Southern Hemisphere and settled on the surface 
of the snow cover of Antarctica, and then, as a part of melt-
ing glaciers, penetrated the environment (the air and water 
of the Southern Ocean).

Furthermore, during all my internship, we were discussing 
with the Head of the Center for Atmospheric Science, Prof. 
J. Pyle important issues of the most advanced area of re-
search on the climate change and the quality of the atmo-
sphere – heterogeneous chemistry of the atmosphere. My 
particular interests were the physical chemistry of the ad-
sorption equilibrium between trace gases in atmosphere, 
the aerosol surface and the substrate surfaces of the Earth, 
as well as the kinetics of reactions of those gases with par-
ticles of aerosols in atmosphere. 

Undertaken research of scientific literature on these is-
sues (more than 1,500 publications) along with numerous 
discussions further enabled me to publish two chapters in 
the international monograph “The Fate of Persistent Organ-

VOLODYMYR BOGILLO



ic Pollutants in the Environment” (E. Mehmetli and B. Kou-
manova (eds.), NATO Sci. Ser., Springer, Dordrecht, 2008). I 
also published 16 articles in reference journals and collec-
tions of scientific papers, and abstracts of 17 reports and 
lectures for International symposiums and conferences. 
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Cambridge Colleges Hospi-
tality Scheme alumnus – 2012.

Yakiv Bystrov, Ph.D., Full 
Professor, Head of the Eng-
lish Philology Department, 
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpath-
ian National University, Ivano-
Frankivsk.

I visited the Murray Ed-
wards College of the Uni-
versity of Cambridge from 
03.07.2012 to 30.07.2012 un-
der the Cambridge Colleges 
Hospitality Scheme. It was an 
unforgettable month of bright impressions, acquaintances 
with the other program participants from Ukraine, and col-
laboration with university scholars such as Prof. Rory Finin, the 
head of Slavic Studies; Prof. David Yates, the head of the 
Robinson College; Prof. Raphael Lyne, my mentor at the Mur-
ray Edwards College and others.

During my scholarship I had discussions with Prof. Raphael 
Lyne about research on cognitive aspects of fiction literature. 
I also managed to collect a huge number of the latest innova-
tive scientific research papers, to publish several scientific ar-
ticles on the topic of my doctoral thesis (specialty – Germanic 
languages), which I successfully defended in April 2017.

YAKIV BYSTROV
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Cambridge Colleges Hospi-
tality Scheme alumna – 2007.

The first thing I would like to 
point out is the extraordinary 
courtesy of my mentor and 
college fellows: prior to my trip, 
I received letters specifying the 
details of my visit to the Univer-
sity of Cambridge; I was given 
a warm reception and shown 
around to make my adapta-
tion and further work easier. I 
was kindly offered a privilege 
of free access to manuscripts 

at the Trinity College and the Cambridge University Library, 
which is often restricted to public. 

It is my great pleasure to recollect this wonderful place on 
earth, where it was so easy to write, where I found the atmo-
sphere of happiness from research and discoveries.

Currently, I am working on the topic closely related to the 
one I researched at the University of Cambridge – “The wom-
an dressed with the sun” in the miniatures of English Apoca-
lypse manuscripts of the mid-13th -14th centuries, the interest 
or which undoubtedly arose during this scholarship program.

I would like to take this occasion to thank the organizers of 
the Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme.

 

YARYNA MOROZ
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OSF/Cambridge Hospital-
ity Scheme, 2010.

Current position: Research-
er at the Institute of Philoso-
phy of National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine.

During my visit to the Uni-
versity of Cambridge in 2010, 
I launched my research “Phi-
losophy of War”, aimed at 
elaboration of strategic epis-
temology as a branch of ap-
plied philosophy.

I continued my research at the University of Helsinki (2012), 
the Institute of Philosophy of the National Academy of Sci-
ences of Ukraine (under supervision of Myroslav Popovich, 
2011-2014), Norwegian University of Science and Technol-
ogy (YGGDRASIL grant, Trondheim, 2012-2013), University of 
York (UK, 2013), University of North Carolina, Greensboro, USA 
(2015-2016, Fulbright scholar), Julius Maximilian University of 
Würzburg, Germany (DAAD scholarship, 2017). 

I made presentations and delivered open lectures at the 
Royal Military Academy (Breda, the Netherlands, 2014); the 
College of International Security Affairs, National Defense 
University (Fort Bragg, North Carolina, USA, 2016), military uni-
versities of Ukraine.

Presently I work on the monograph “Philosophy of War” as 
a contribution to the reform of military education in Ukraine.

During my visit to the University of Cambridge, I obtained 
fundamentally formative and inspiring experience for my fur-
ther research.

YURIY LOBODA
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OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
DESCRIPTIONS AND TERMS

Oxford and Cambridge Universities, in conjunction with the 
Open Society Foundations, provide research grants to scholars 
from selected countries in Central and Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union, including Ukraine, who wish to work in the 
University’s libraries or to contact academic specialists in their 
subjects. At Cambridge the programme offers a one-month 
visit in one of the Cambridge colleges during the summer 
months (July-September). Scholars usually have post-doctoral 
or equivalent status and are university teachers or members of 
research institutes. 

All scholars receive free single accommodation and meals 
during their one-month stay, plus a small allowance of £220 
for photocopying, books and personal expenses. Partners 
or dependants cannot be accommodated. The Hospitality 
Scheme does not provide travelling expenses. Successful 
applicants receive a grant from OSF for their travel arraignments.

Applicants must have a good knowledge of spoken and 
written English. Those who have already benefited from this 
scheme in the past are not eligible.

Priority is given in Oxford to those completing work for an 
advanced degree or working on a specific project such as 
a book or a new course of lectures, and to those who have 
not previously had a chance to study outside of Central and 
Eastern Europe or countries of the former Soviet Union.

Priority is given in Cambridge to those working on a specific 
project such as a book or a new course or series of lectures, 
and to those who have not previously had a chance to study 
outside of Central and Eastern Europe or countries of the 
former Soviet Union.

OXFORD COLLEGES HOSPITALITY SCHEME
CAMBRIDGE COLLEGES HOSPITALITY SCHEME
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OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS / CAMBRIDGE SCHOLARSHIPS

The Open Society Foundations/ University of Cambridge 
Scholarships, which are jointly funded by the Open Society 
Foundation-London and the University of Cambridge, are 
intended to provide opportunities for postgraduate study in 
selected fields in the United Kingdom for scholars and young 
professionals who demonstrate both academic excellence 
and the potential to become leaders, decision makers and 
opinion formers in their home countries. Applicants should 
have excellent academic qualifications, a clear and precise 
proposal describing what they wish to study, and a fluent 
command of the English language. 

Why study at the University of Cambridge?
• the University is regularly ranked as one of the best in the 

world – first in the World Universities Rankings 
• its teachers and researchers are world-leading experts, 

and the University offers superb resources and facilities
• a degree from Cambridge will enhance your future 

career, and provide a network of contacts and friends that 
will remain with you for life

Who can apply?
• Citizens and residents of Ukraine
• Candidates for a one-year postgraduate Masters de-

gree in the following subjects:
• Conservation Leadership  
• Environmental Policy
• Environment, Society & Development 
• Gender Studies
• Public Health    
• Development Studies
• Law      
• Education
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What are the main criteria for receiving a scholarship?
• intellectual ability and leadership potential
• a good degree (at least equivalent to upper 2nd class) 

from a recognised university
• apply by the deadline and gain admission to the 

University of Cambridge
• a high level of English language skill
• intention to return to home country after study at 

Cambridge

What will the scholarship pay?
• tuition fees, College fee, annual stipend (sufficient for a 

single person), return airfare
• Open Society Foundations also invite all successful 

applicants to a pre-academic Summer School
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OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS SCHOLARSHIPS  
IN EUROPEAN STUDIES 

The Open Society Foundations, Maastricht University 
(The Netherlands) and Aarhus University (Denmark) invite 
applications for scholarships in European Studies. Applications 
are open for the following master courses: 

Maastricht University: 
MA in European Public Affairs
MA in European Studies
MA in European studies on Society, Science and Tech-

nology
Aarhus University: 
MA in European Studies 

Scholarships at Maastricht University provide up to a 
maximum of 18 months’ tuition fees, a stipend to cover living 
costs (for one person only), a return air travel fare from the 
scholar’s home country to the Netherlands, student visa 
costs and medical insurance. The scholarship students will 
study full time for the master degree at Maastricht University 
and carry out six months of internship, which is a mandatory 
component of the scholarship. 

Scholarships at Aarhus University provide up to a maximum 
of 24 months’ tuition fees, a stipend to cover living costs (for 
one person only), a return air travel fare from the scholar’s 
home country to Denmark, student visa costs and medical 
insurance. The Master’s Program in European Studies at 
Aarhus University is a two-year full-time program. Students will 
be able to undertake a two – three months internship during 
their summer break. The internship is not mandatory, but will 
be encouraged. 

The master courses in European Studies offered by 
Maastricht and Aarhus universities are very different in focus 
and approach, and applicants are encouraged to read 
carefully all available information on the courses offered by 
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the two universities in order to choose the course that is most 
relevant to their background and future plans. Applicants 
may apply to one or maximum two of the four offered 
courses, with the first choice of course clearly stated. 

Who is eligible to apply?
The scholarships are open to applicants from Belarus, 

Georgia, Moldova and the Ukraine. 
Applicants must: 
• be citizens of, and normally resident in one of the 

selected countries during the academic year in which they 
apply for the award; applicants who are temporarily out of 
the country (for a total period of less than three consecutive 
months) may be treated as being resident;

• display intellectual ability and leadership potential;
• have an excellent knowledge of English;
• already hold the first university degree from an accredited 

university in their home country;
• meet the universities’ respective programs selection 

criteria;
• not be currently receiving financial benefit from Open 

Society Foundations (formerly known as Open Society 
Institute – OSI), Maastricht University or Aarhus University. 
Applicants who have in the past received financial support 
from OSF towards a masters degree will be considered on a 
case by case basis;

• return to their home country at the end of their scholarship 
period to continue their studies or work there;

• not be employees, employee’s relatives (or former 
employees who have left employment less than two years 
ago) of Open Society Scholarship Programs, the Educational 
Advising Centers, Maastricht or Aarhus universities.

All other circumstances being equal, preference will be 
given to applicants who have not previously studied outside 
of their home country.
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OSI/FCO CHEVENING SCHOLARSHIPS
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD

The Open Society Foundation welcomes citizens of Ukraine 
to apply for the OSI/FCO Chevening Scholarships, which are 
jointly funded by the Open Society Foundation and the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. The scholarships are 
intended to provide opportunities for postgraduate study in 
selected fields in the United Kingdom for scholars and young 
professionals who demonstrate both academic excellence 
and the potential to become leaders, decision makers and 
opinion formers in their home countries. Applicants must 
have excellent academic qualifications, a clear and precise 
proposal describing what they wish to study, and a fluent 
command of the English language. 

Within the Scholarship Scheme the following options are 
available:

A. Research Scholarships:
Nine-month Research Scholarships at the University of 

Oxford for postgraduate research contributing towards a 
doctoral degree in the candidate’s home institution. These 
awards may be held for study in the Humanities, Social 
Sciences or Environmental Sciences. These scholarships do 
not allow scholars to register for a degree at the University.

B. Master’s Scholarships:
One-year Scholarships to read for a Master’s degree at the 

University of Oxford. Up to 15 awards are available, and are 
for study in the Social Sciences, Humanities or Environmental 
Sciences (except for the courses listed under `Management 
Studies`) leading to Masters degrees.

Although application is via the University of Oxford’s main 
Graduate Admissions form, applicants should return this via 
Educational Advising Centres so that they can assist with the 
submission of the form to the University. 



C. Twelve-month scholarships to read for an MA in Political 
Philosophy (The Idea of Toleration) at the University of York.

The scholarships cover all university and college fees, 
travel to and from the UK, and basic living expenses for a 
single person.



61

OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATIONS 
UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

The Undergraduate Exchange Program (U.E.P.) supports 
students from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, 
Moldova, Serbia, and Ukraine in the United States for one-
year of non-degree academic studies and service learning 
and one subsequent year in their home country leading a 
community service project of their own design. The program 
seeks to assist educational and civic development in 
Southeastern and Eastern Europe by exposing participants 
to a liberal arts curriculum, different models of classroom 
instruction, community service work, and civil society related 
programming. The U.E.P. combines the U.S. liberal arts 
academic experience with exposure to American social issues 
and civic development through involvement in community 
service related work. The program aims to create lasting ties 
among participants and their American colleagues thereby 
contributing to cultural understanding and tolerance. 

Fellows attend a university or college in the United States 
for one year. While in the U.S., grantees agree to complete 25 
hours a semester (a total of 50 hours for the academic year) 
of community service work in an area of interest to them. 
At the end of the year, they are required to return home to 
complete their degrees. Once back in their home country, 
grantees are expected to carry out a community-based 
service project of their own design, addressing an issue of 
importance to them. Throughout the term of the fellowship, 
grantees will attend bi-annual conferences to support their 
professional development and share personal experiences. 

Applicants must currently be enrolled as a second-year 
student at a university in their home country to be eligible. 
Participant selection and university placement is determined 
by a panel of experts in the United States. Candidates do not 
apply to a specific university. 
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Eligibility 
In order to qualify for the program, an applicant must:
1. Be a resident of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Kosovo, Moldova, Serbia, or Ukraine. 
2.  Be a current second-year undergraduate student 

studying American Studies, Art History, Classical Studies, 
Cultural Anthropology, Economic Theory, Fine or Performing 
Arts, History, International Relations, Journalism, Law, Literature 
and Languages, Philosophy, Political Science, Sociology, or 
Women’s or Gender Studies. 

3.  Be enrolled in an accredited university in his or her home 
country. Ukrainian applicants must be studying at a university 
in Dnipropetrovsk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, Kherson, Luhansk, 
Mykolaiv, Odesa, Poltava, Sumy, or Zaporizhia to be eligible. 

4.  Be in the second year of study when applying and return 
to their home country to complete their degree following the 
program. 

5.  Have an outstanding academic record. 
6.  Demonstrate leadership or leadership potential 

and have a history of community and/or extracurricular 
involvement. 

7.  Have spent previous two years in residence in home 
country. 

8.  Have not attended a university in the United States. 
9.  Have not attended high school in the United States for 

more than one academic semester. 
10.  Be fluent in reading, writing, and speaking English. 

Participant Responsibility 
All participants must attend the pre-departure orientation 

program for one week (transportation, room, and board 
are paid for by the program), as well as conferences and 
other program activities throughout the academic year. The 
orientation and program conferences are academically 
rigorous, and fellows are expected to attend and complete 
assignments for all sessions. While in the United States, 
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students must uphold the academic standards of the host 
institution and undertake full-time study for the duration of 
the program. Students are advised to take courses of interest 
to them outside of their field of study in order to diversify and 
broaden their perspectives. 

While in the U.S., grantees agree to complete 25 hours of 
community service related work per semester, a total of 50 
hours of service per academic year. The type of work will be 
chosen by the student and opportunities can be arranged 
with the help of the host university.

At the end of the year, fellows are required to return 
home to complete their degree at their home universities. 
By accepting this award, participants agree not to enroll in 
a degree program at a university in the United States for one 
year upon completion of the exchange. During their first year 
home, students are expected to complete a community 
service project or internship. The placement and terms 
thereof will be arranged by the grantee in coordination with 
the local OSI scholarships coordinator in the grantee’s home 
country.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS BY PROGRAM

Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme
Maryna Rezynkina (Kharkiv, 2001); Serhiy Agarkov (Do-

netsk, 2002); Rostyslav Gerasymov (Odesa, 2003); Yevgeni-
ya Dodina (Odesa, 2003); Nadiya Ivanenko (Odesa, 2003); 
Oleksandr Svyryd (Gadyach, 2003); Volodymyr Bogillo (Kyiv, 
2006); Nataliya Krylova (Kyiv, 2006); Yuliya Soroka (Kharkiv, 
2006); Leonid Yarovoy (Kyiv, 2006); Oleksiy Byts (Kyiv, 2007); 
Nataliya Lushnikova (Rivne, 2007); Yaryna Moroz (Lviv, 2007); 
Olena Tolstikova (Donetsk, 2007); Valeriy Yerokhov (Lviv, 
2007); Nataliya Makieieva (Kharkiv, 2008); Oleg Rezynkin 
(Kharkiv, 2008); Sergiy Snizhko (Kyiv, 2008); Oleksandr Tsym-
bal (Kharkiv, 2008); Larysa Zasyekina (Lutsk, 2008); Alina 
Cherviatsova (Kharkiv, 2009); Nataliya Fedicheva (Luhansk, 
2009); Oleksandr Tovstolytkin (Kyiv, 2009); Olena Vdovyna 
(Kyiv, 2009); Anna Yunatska (Zaporizhia, 2009); Nataliia Glin-
ka (Kyiv, 2010); Nataliya Gordeyeva (Kharkiv, 2010); Olena 
Lilova (Zaporizhia, 2010); Yuriy Loboda (Kyiv, 2010); Oleksandr 
Shtemenko (Dnipro, 2010); Andriy Utyevskiy (Kharkiv, 2011); 
Maxym Balaklytsky (Kharkiv, 2011); Inna Savankova (Lu-
hansk, 2011); Sergii Prygodii (Kyiv, 2011); Yakiv Bystrov (Ivano-
Frankivsk, 2012); Olga Kushniruk (Kyiv, 2012).

Oxford Colleges Hospitality Scheme
Pavlo Kutuyev (Kyiv, 2006); Irina Luchuk (Odesa, 2006); 

Irene Pismenetskaya (Dnipro, 2006); Valeriy Stogniy (Kyiv, 
2006); Iuriy Kapitsa (Kyiv, 2007); Serhiy Kostrikov (Kharkiv, 
2007); Iryna Levchenko (Kharkiv, 2008); Oleksandr Shatrovskyi 
(Kharkiv, 2008).

Edinburgh Chevening Scholarships
Nataliya Ass (Odesa, 2001); Oksana Varyanko (Poltava, 

2001); Igor Olekhov (Kyiv, 2001); Alla Pendak (Lviv, 2001); Iry-
na Vandrovych (Lviv, 2001); Ihor Posypaiko (Kyiv, 2002); Olek-
siy Danilin (Donetsk, 2002); Tetyana Bureychak (Lviv, 2003); 
Nataliya Lashkova (Dnipro, 2003).
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Open Society Foundations / Cambridge Scholarships
Svitlana Maslova (Sumy, 2001); Nataliya Vlokh (Lviv, 2001); 

Kyrylo Moskovchuk (Lviv, 2001); Natalia Knysh (Vinnytsia, 
2002); Olena Salakhyan (Chernivtsi, 2002); Antonina Yaholnyk 
(Lviv, 2002); Viktoriya Kukovenkova (Donetsk, 2003); Anasta-
siya Golovina (Dnipro, 2003); Iryna Goncharenko (Donetsk, 
2004); Olena Fimyar (Kherson, 2004); Vitaliy Oryshchenko 
(Kyiv, 2005); Anastasiya Ryabchuk (Kyiv, 2005); Olga Gnydiuk 
(Kyiv, 2011); Alina Sviderska (Kyiv, 2011); Anastasiia Zolotar 
(Kyiv, 2011); Olena Yarova (Lviv, 2011); Ielyzaveta Badanova 
(Kyiv, 2012); Olena Bogdaniuk (Cherkasy, 2012); Mariia Vit-
rukh (Lviv, 2012); Taras Varava (Poltava, 2012).

OSI/FCO Chevening Scholarships at the University of Oxford
Halyna Pastushuk (Lviv, 1999); Olena Bogdan (Kyiv, 2001); 

Yuriy Melnyk (Kyiv, 2001); Serhiy Maslichenko (Donetsk, 2002); 
Vladislav Zhezherin (Kyiv, 2002); Oleksiy Omelyanchuk (Kyiv, 
2002); Svitlana Danilina (Kyiv, 2002); Svitlana Kolybashkina 
(Simferopol, 2002); Petro Kuzyk (Lviv, 2002); Nazar Fedorchuk 
(Lviv, 2003); Lyudmyla Slobodyanuk (Lviv, 2003); Anna Anton-
ova (Lviv, 2004); Yulian Braychevsky (Kyiv, 2004); Roman Stasiv 
(Lviv, 2004); Oleg Akhtyrskyy (Kyiv, 2005); Lyudmyla Bashyn-
ska (Zhytomyr, 2005); Dzvenyslava Kachur (Lviv, 2005); Yulian-
na Palagnyuk (Mykolayiv; 2005); Nataliya Vilyavina (Kharkiv, 
2005); Anastasia Bezverkha (Kyiv, 2007); Oksana Tsarenko 
(Kyiv, 2007); Andrii Finogin (Kyiv, 2009); Artem Shyrkozhukhov 
(Bila Tserkva, 2009); Nataliya Ivanilova (Dnipro, 2009); Anton 
Krasun (Lviv, 2010); Juliia Muravska (Odesa, 2010).

European Studies Programme
Valeriia Shamrai (Maastricht, 2008); Ganna Bazilo (Maas-

tricht, 2009); Andriy Korniychuk (Maastricht, 2009); Iulian Ro-
manyshyn (Maastricht, 2009); Artem Vitkovskyi (Maastricht, 
2009); Vasyl Belmega (Maastricht, 2010); Maryna Yaroshevych 
(Maastricht, 2010); Liliia Revak (Maastricht, 2010); Daniel Za-
borovskyy (Maastricht, 2010); Mariia Horbivnenko (Aarhus, 
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2011); Maryna Onishchenko (Aarhus, 2011); Anna Novosad 
(Maastricht, 2011); Oleg Shymanskyi (Maastricht, 2011); Iev-
gen Vorobiov (Maastricht, 2011); Angelina Biriukova (Aarhus, 
2011); Kateryna Krylova (Sinkeviciene) (Maastricht, 2011); Kat-
eryna Sazonkina (Maastricht, 2011); Angelina Biriukova (Aar-
hus, 2012); Maria Dmytriieva (Aarhus, 2012); Ievgen Kuznetsov 
(Aarhus, 2012); Viktoriia Pustynikova (Aarhus, 2012); Ievgen Bi-
lyk (Maastricht, 2012); Aliona Kachkan (Maastricht, 2012); Ole-
sya Ogryzko (Maastricht, 2012); Viktoriia Zalozna (Maastricht, 
2012); Oleksandra Zub (Maastricht, 2012).

Undergraduate Exchange Programme (2010 – 2012)
Sergiy Gorbachov (Kharkiv); Mariia Berezina (Kharkiv); 

Liliya Chebotaryova (Odesa); Maxim Marchevici (Kharkiv); 
Valeria Shestak (Odesa); Natalia Shybalkina (Kharkiv); Olek-
siy Strapchev (Odesa); Maryna Suina (Odesa); Alina Kushnir 
(Odesa); Margaryta Gorlo (Odesa); Kateryna Levchuk (Ode-
sa); Kyryl Luchkin (Kharkiv); Anastasiia Gryshchuk (Odesa); 
Anastasiia Kryzhanivska (Odesa); Olena Kireieva (Odesa); 
Anastasiia Konovalova (Odesa); Vilena Lysenko (Kharkiv); 
Valeriia Sytnikova (Kharkiv); Maryna Pozdniakova (Odesa); 
Anna Krasnova (Odesa); Ganna Koicheva (Odesa); Karyna 
Tytar (Dnipro); Iryna Riechkina (Zaporizhia); Darya Klyuieva 
(Dnipro); Kseniia Gorbunova (Dnipro); Inna Monastyrna (Dni-
pro); Vitaliy Vysochin (Dnipro).


